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THE AREA 


Rice Lake Conservation Area is a typical bottom- 
land lake originally formed as a slough by the 
Illinois River. The area, in Fulton County about 
25 miles southwest of Peoria and 2 miles west 
of the Illinois River, was acquired in 1943. Minor 
additions since then have brought the total to 
2,617 acres. Of this, 1,383 acres are water with 
the rest consisting of cropland and timber. 


The primary purpose for its acquisition was for 
waterfowl management. Funds used came from 
hunting license sales and a portion of the tax on 
firearms and ammunition. 


With the addition of a pumping system directly 
to the Illinois River, the management is primarily 
concerned with the re-establishment and control 
of vegetation that will attract and provide the 
needs of migrating waterfowl. 


To provide additional food for waterfowl, annual 
planting of millets and sorghums are grown on 
the area and are flooded each fall. These crops 
are one aspect of a statewide refuge system that 
provides food and sanctuary for ducks and geese. 


The timbered areas, which consist primarily of 
maple, cottonwood and willow, are home for 
deer, furbearers and wood ducks. Mushroom 
hunting is a popular pastime in the spring. 





FACILITIES 


Picnicking: There is one main picnic area with 
tables, drinking water and toilets. 


Camping: Tent and trailer camping is available, 
with electricity for the trailers. Campers must 
obtain a Camping permit from the site manager. 


Fishing: The lake has 1514 miles of shoreline, 
has a maximum depth of 5 feet and contains, 
among numerous species, largemouth bass, blue- 
gill, sunfish, crappie, channel catfish, bullheads 
and carp. 


Boating: A launching ramp and boat rentals are 
available. The motor limit is 10 horsepower. 


HUNTING 


1. Bag limits and methods of taking waterfowl 
are governed by Federal regulations, unless 
State regulations are more restrictive. 


2. Hunters shall be required to deposit their 
hunting license and Migratory Waterfowl 
Stamp in the area’s office while hunting. 


3. Duck hunting areas will be open during the 
" statewide duck season inclusive. 


8. 





Shooting shall be from assigned blinds only. 


It is unlawful for anyone to fish, trespass, 
disturb or molest waterfowl within the posted 
area of any public hunting grounds. 


Permits are void after 5:00 A.M., Central 
Standard Time. 


Ail hunting parties are required to use a min- 
imum of 12 duck decoys. 


Unclaimed blinds will be filled at a morning 
drawing held daily at the area check station. 


Check with the site manager for specific water- 
fowl species and dates. 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION .. . 


Admittance will not be granted groups of 25 or 
more persons to any state park or conservation 
area unless permission from the park ranger has 
been secured to use the facilities. It is also re- 
quired that groups of minors have adequate 
supervision and that at least one responsible adult 
accompany each group not exceeding 15 minors. 
All pets must be on a leash. 


Numerous state parks and memorials are within 
easy access of every part of the state. Lodges, 
cabins and dining rooms are important features 
of Illinois Beach, Starved Rock, Pere Marquette, 
White Pines Forest and Giant City. Reservations 
for lodging should be made with lodge managers. 


All state parks are open the year round. When 
weather conditions necessitate the closing of 
park roads during freezing and thawing periods, 
access to park facilities is by foot only. 


For more details about this site, contact Site 
Manager, R. R. 3, Canton, 61520, phone 309/ 
647-9184. For information on other Illinois sites, 
write the Department of Conservation, Informa- 
tion/Education Division, State Office Building, 
Springfield, 62706. 
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